
these are offices of the 
associated press, a neutral 
news agency. we hope  
our guests will protect  
the contents of the  
office because they are  
a trust in their hands,  
thank you.

In October 1975, AP’s Beirut staff  left this 

note behind when fierce street fighting forced 

them to abandon the bureau.
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Throughout the week, the flow of AP copy was 

never interrupted. Although thunderous blasts 

shook the office, Nassar and Salam clung to  

the CRT’s, handling the day and night leads as 

Miss Salameh and Miss Kenaan worked round  

the clock telephoning and monitoring local 

radios. Saade did triple duty as photographer, 

darkroom man and filer through the siege,  

radio monitor maia lawand was trapped in the 

basement of her family apartment for six  

days and nights. Although their building was 

ablaze, she kept feeding the office with a  

vivid description of the plight of the trapped  

tenants by telephone....

Beirut, 1987









































































An Afghan child looks on as the 5th Stryker 

Brigade drives past his village on the outskirts 

of  Spin Boldak, about 63 miles southeast of  

Kandahar, Afghanistan, Aug. 6, 2009. Thou-

sands of  U.S. troops were deployed in southern 

Afghanistan as part of  an effort to prevent  

the Taliban from disrupting the country’s Aug. 

20 presidential election. Five days after he  

took this picture, photographer Emilio 

Morenatti was wounded when the U.S. military 

vehicle in which he was traveling ran over  

a bomb planted in open desert terrain, result-

ing in the amputation of  his lower left leg. 

Cameraman Andi Jatmiko of Jakarta was also 

injured. Morenatti has years of  experience in 

the war zones of  Afghanistan, Pakistan, Israel 

and the Palestinian territories. In 2006, he was 

kidnapped in Gaza City and freed unharmed 

after 15 hours. The following year, while he cov-

ered a West Bank protest, his leg was broken  

by a stun grenade fragment.
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